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I think you’ve heard me say in previous sermons that sometimes people are moved and motivated to explain a miracle so that it is more acceptable to the modern scientific mind.  I remember saying that very specifically in the context of the feeding of the five thousand, where some people explain that the real miracle was that when Jesus broke the bread and was willing to share, then others, who had food tucked away, were willing to share, and that was really the multiplication. I personally don’t feel a need to try to explain how a miracle happened.  And certainly when we look at this account of the wedding in Cana of Galilee, it becomes virtually impossible to try to scientifically explain, especially for those of us who are fairly knowledgeable about things like chemical transactions and interactions, and we can turn to our expert in the back pew back there who is a chemistry teacher, I don’t know how water becomes wine, I’m not going to try to tell you how water becomes wine, because, again, you’ve heard me say before, the Bible isn’t about trying to tell us how; the Bible tells us who and why and that answer is always: God, because he loves us.  So, however, God, because he loves us, made something happen at this wedding feast in Cana of Galilee that helped people perceive and believe that Jesus Christ was his only begotten son, come into the world, Messiah, to save the world. That’s the miracle.  

So, what was it?  What happened?  To answer that question, we need to look at the two symbols in this account: Water and wine.  And John, in writing his Gospel, almost uses water and wine as parentheses around his entire proclamation of the faith, the good news of Jesus Christ, because water is always a symbol for baptism, and wine is always a symbol for Eucharist.  And so from the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, we’re told, the first sign of his public ministry, we see these elements, we see these symbols anchoring Jesus’ ministry in baptism and in Eucharist, i.e., the sacrificial giving of Himself. And His public ministry begins with that, and His public ministry ends with that when it reaches fulfillment in the last supper, when Jesus takes the cup and says this is my blood, on Calvary when His body is broken and His blood is shed for us, and from His side comes what?  Water and blood.  In the beginning, symbolized by wine, in the end, the actual sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  Perhaps not grasped quite that way, or articulated quite that way, nonetheless, as we read the account of this wedding in Cana of Galilee, we know and understand the foundational symbols of how we come to Christ, are united with Christ, and sustained in Christ: In baptism and in Eucharist; in water and in wine.

How many of you here have read and/or seen the movie, “The da Vinci Code?” Well I haven’t; I want to, just because it’s the kind of thing that I find interesting, the kind of the genre I find interesting, but I haven’t yet.  But, I sort of know what it’s all about because of newspaper write-ups and specials on television.  And I find myself laughing a little bit that people get so upset about these things because, to me, it is pure fiction, just like the tales of King Author are pure fiction (there may be some historical truth there, but the way they’re written). We’re chasing after this thing called the Holy Grail.  And whether stories relate that as some kind of ancient, special chalice that Jesus used at the last supper, or whether now we get into the more metaphorical, well, the holy grail was really the union of Mary, and Jesus had a wife, and they had children, and that’s the holy grail, and the da Vinci paintings sort of depict this in a some secret code that only certain people can understand. So what?  See, that’s my bottom-line response.  So what?  Because neither one of those is accurate; neither one of those is reality. Of course, there was an actual cup Jesus drank from, whether it is preserved by some knight in a secret cave like Indiana Jones or lost to antiquity.  So what?  Sit down and hold on to your seats because I’m going to tell you where the Holy Grail is.  I’m going to tell you what the Holy Grail is. The Holy Grail is right here and we are the Holy Grail.  Regardless of which way you want to look at this search, we are both the descendents of Christ thorough our baptism, because we are united with Him, and united with God, and God the Father, or we are the vessels which partake of the sacramental wine, the blood of Christ, and carry it in ourselves into the world. That’s the Holy Grail. The Holy Grail is that which both perpetuates and carries within itself the sacramental, life-saving blood of Christ.  And that, folks, is we.  And we don’t need to look any further; we don’t need to go out into the middle of the desert and dig holes, and we don’t have to take a magnifying glass and go to the Louvre or wherever the paintings are hanging; all we have to do is look in the mirror and look at each other. 

We are the vessels of Christ; we are the Holy Grail; we are the baptized redeemed partakers of the sacrament of the Eucharist.  And that is what we see foreshadowed, that whole wonderful miracle, mystery, history, perpetuation, culmination of all that Christ is, all he came to do, all he came to be, all we are called to do, all we are called to be.  We see all that foreshadowed in his very first public miracle at the very start of his ministry.  It’s almost as if the writer of the Gospel of John is saying, “See these symbols of water and wine?  Keep an eye on that; keep an eye on that.  They’re going to keep coming up over and over again.”  And each time they do, we’re going to know and understand and believe just a little bit more about who this man, Jesus of Nazareth, is, until we see him coming into his full glory—today’s gospel says, “I haven’t come into my glory”—you see, it’s happening, we’re getting the promise, we’re getting a little bit of insight, but we do, in the end, see Him coming into His glory through His crucifixion, and resurrection, and in establishing the sacrament given to us, to our baptism, the gift of carrying, as his vessels, His most sacred blood, that is, His saving grace for us and for those with whom we share it in the world.

