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This last Sunday after the Epiphany, we traditionally hear the story of the transfiguration, when Jesus, with Peter, James, and John, goes up to the mountain, and He is transformed; He is transfigured.  We’re told His clothes became dazzling white; He glowed with a reflection of the presence of God.  And, likewise on this Sunday, we hear the account of Moses, after he received the law on Mount Sinai, coming down to the people.  And we’re told Moses’ face shone with the brightness of the reflected glory of God!  

Now, if we remember our biblical history, we know that this was the second time Moses received the Ten Commandments.  Moses had gone up to Mount Sinai; God gave him the tablets of stone, the Ten Commandments, and Moses came down to give these commandments to the people.  And when he returned to the camp, he discovered that the people had made a golden calf, and were worshipping the golden calf, and Moses became so irate that he smashed the tablets of stone as an indictment against the people, basically saying, “You’re following false gods, you don’t want to follow the God of Israel, the one true God, He gave you this law by which to order your lives and live in its presence, you want nothing to do with it!”  Smash!  

Well, after a period of time we’re told that God forgave the people of Israel for worshipping false idols, and once again called Moses to the mountain experience.  And, a second time, gives Moses the law inscribed on the tablets of stone.  And it is that passage we hear today when he comes down the mountain the second time with the Ten Commandments, the Ten Commandments that will be preserved, the Ten Commandments that the people will be given, his face shone!  And we’re further told that when he went into the holy place to speak with God, he unveiled his face, but when he was in the presence of the company of the people, he veiled his face, because looking on the glory of God is an awesome thing!  And it’s a very important thing, and it is a thing not to be taken lightly.   And, however we imagine Moses looked, or whatever we imagine happened to him, the reality is, when people saw him, they knew he had stood in the presence of God.  They knew God was with him, and they knew what he was doing reflected the glory of God.  And it was awesome to behold!  

We then turn to this Gospel passage of the transfiguration, when Jesus, too, is on the mountain.  And God comes, and with Him is Moses, representing the Law, and Elijah, representing the prophets, and those two figures, being with Jesus, testify to us that both the law and the prophets acknowledge who Jesus is:  That Jesus is the fulfillment of the law and the prophets; that Jesus is the fulfillment of everything that went before, and that, in the presence of Moses and Elijah, everything that went before bears testimony to and reaches fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  That is the significance of these two figures appearing with Him.  And Jesus is transfigured; Jesus is transformed.  When the disciples look upon Him, they know that Jesus has stood in the presence of God.  They know that Jesus is filled with the glory of God; that Jesus reflects the glory of God.  And it is an awesome sight to behold!  It is dazzling!  And Peter’s reaction is, “Stay!” because he knows it’s a holy event; he knows it’s a holy time. 

Today is, indeed, the last Sunday after the Epiphany.  Wednesday is Ash Wednesday (our services here are at 12 noon and 7 p.m.), when we gather, we break bread in communion, and receive the ashes reminding us of our mortality, and we begin the season of lent, a season of preparation leading up to the Passion of our Lord on good Friday and the resurrection on Easter Sunday.  And as we enter Lent and those things that are suggested to us to spend a holy Lent (in the prayer book; some are mentioned in this newsletter letter—prayer, fasting, self-denial, study of scripture), I would like to suggest one more.  And that is, that you spend some time during this Lenten season reflecting on where in your life, who in your life, showed you the glory of God—past, present—when you think of someone, or think of an occasion, or a situation where you said to yourself, “God is here; God’s love is here; God’s forgiveness is here; God’s peace is here; God’s glory is here.”  And give thanks to God for those people and those times, and treasure them in your heart as those awesome moments in your life!  And make that practice a daily habit of giving thanks to God for those places, and times, and experiences, and people where you experience His glory, where you experience His presence.  And the second part of that is to do the same for yourself:  To own and claim those times and those moments in your life when you show forth the glory of God to someone, or someplace, or a situation where there was pain and hurt and darkness, and you brought light and love and forgiveness and joy.   And to know that as the God in you, seeking to shine forth through you, to others.  Because, you see, as Moses was transformed, as Jesus is transfigured, God called all of us to be that for one another:  To be the transfigured presence of his glory.  And we all have that capacity in us.  And, so we seek to build a daily habit of thanking God where we see it, thanking God where it exists in us, and asking God’s guidance to help us show it forth in the world to others.  As Jesus is transfigured, so we are transfigured, ever seeking and seeking to show forth the glory of God.

