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I always reserve the right to invent new words.  Some of you have experienced that from me, because I always think that if you have a thought or something to say and the word doesn’t already exist, then you should use your creative ability and create it.  I, therefore, always am interested in new words that appear in our vocabulary.  And, one of the ones that has recently crept in and came to mind as I read today’s lesson is the word, “tween.”  Now, I understand that a tween is some child between childhood and teenage years, like 11, 12?  Am I, parents, defining that properly?  Thank-you.  I thought of that word because I thought of this passage, Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain, which of course, has it’s parallel in Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are…” But here in Luke, Jesus also adds a series of woes, not just “blessed are the poor,” but “woe to you who are rich.”  

And, I thought about of us, not just us, but America in general (I’m speaking in very general terms now), average middle America, we’re tweens.  Certainly, when we look at some parts of the world that are in abject poverty, we’re rich, but as we look at other segments of the world that live in great opulence, we’re poor.  We have our sorrows; we have our joys.  We have our labors; we have our pleasures.  We’re tweens; we’re somewhere in between, so which set of proclamations of Jesus apply to us?  Should we take comfort in the blesseds, or should we begin to shake with fear and trepidation in the woes?  Of course, the answer is, if we’re tweens, both, because Jesus is doing something here.  He’s doing something in the context of his own culture, and he’s certainly doing something that his disciples throughout the generations can hear and grasp. And that is, He’s challenging assumptions. Because at this time, still, and you’ve heard me say this before, and it even exists to some degree into our current time, it’s certainly still in Jesus’ time, people perceive a direct correlation between God’s blessings and your physical state.  So if you were wealthy, of course, that meant God favored you.  If you were healthy, God favored you; if you had an abundance of children, God favored you.  If you were poor, and all you have to do is read Job to remember this theology, then you must have done something to offend God; somebody must have been a bad person, or if you were diseased, or a woman if she were barren. And Jesus comes and says, “Wait a minute, no, you’ve got it backwards.  Those who are poor and hurting and helpless and injured and lame are the ones who are blessed, and those who are happy and wealthy are the ones who need to watch out, because somehow, someway, in God’s time all, is going to be brought into account.”  

Now, I think you also know me well enough to know that I am not somebody who bangs people over the head with guilt.  I don’t believe God desires us to be guilty.  I don’t believe that our life is best exemplified by guilt, but, by the same token, while we live in the joy and acceptance that we believe God has for us as human beings in his abundant forgiveness, it also doesn’t hurt to have our assumptions pricked a little bit once in a while, not so that we feel terrible about ourselves; not so that we feel guilty; not so that we’re beaten down; but, so that we don’t take the status quo for granted; so that we don’t rest on our laurels; so that we always question, “Can I be doing this a little bit better?  Can I somehow do more in this situation?  Can I somehow give of myself more, be more generous, more forgiving, more compassionate, more understanding, more patient, whatever it may be.”  

That, to me, is what Jesus is calling people to do here in this Sermon on the Plain.  Jesus is saying, “Always have your foot ready to put up the next rung of the spiritual ladder.  Be ready to receive God blessedness, not to take satisfaction in the comfortableness of your life, but to always be aware that no matter how comfortable your life, or no matter how good a person you may be, there’s always room for improvement.  There is always room to do just a little bit more to help spread the Kingdom of God.”  

So today, as we hear this Sermon on the Plain, let us hear it neither as a condemnation of who we are as human beings, nor as a blanket acceptance of who we are as human beings, but hear it for it what it is:  A loving God, calling us into loving relationships with Himself, and trying to teach us that yesterday’s solutions are not necessarily tomorrow’s answers.  We must constantly be seeking God’s will anew, and always asking ourselves the question, “How can I be just a little bit better today than I was yesterday at responding to what God has called me to do?”

